Chapter XV
ALDERSHOT
IN 19311 succeeded General Sir David Campbell at Aldershot
on his appointment as Governor of Malta.
Our first few months there were probably unique for a
Commander-in-Chief. Government House was being done
up and re-wired, and we could not go into it. So my wife,
who had always been a caravan enthusiast, brought the old
converted London tramcar, which we had bought many
years before at the Ideal Home Exhibition, and pitched a
camp round it in the grounds of Government House. She
lived in it for three months, until the house was ready, I
fed in the camp, but I am afraid I slept at the Queen's Hotel,
Farnborough.
In spite of the many joys of Aldershot, which I .always
contend is the best Army Station in the world, I am afraid
that I did not strike it at its best time. Economy was the
order of the day. Reduction was the ruling factor. We
were always carrying out trials; finality could never be reached.
The War Office, or the Finance Branch seemed to want a
hundred per cent perfection before going into production.
The troops did not understand it They, especially the
infantry, were getting very tired of formations represented
by flags.
We certainly had some very interesting and practical
schemes, war games and tactical exercises, and there was one
scheme in which I commanded a Corps with a complete Corps
Staff, I also recollect a very interesting exercise in swimming